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Hq st Infantry Division
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Not the end, but a beginning

Although stationed some 6,000 miles from eadh other for the
pasl 10 yoars, the ist ond 101k Infaniry Divisiens' paihs have
erosied onco belore the change of commaond coremony which
fakes place Seph. 27 al Emeny Barracks, Wumbwg. Germany.

In peacetima, “Op Gy of
the Army's new wail ralation plan, b-ou hl ﬂw Iwo Diwhbons
logelher, ond during the war Ihoy !m-g?l lagathar.

Il was during the biller lialian Campaign of WW II, when
freops of tha 1si londed in Sicily and loughl vicioutly lar
o toe-hold 1o the boo! of llaly. the palhway lo axis defeal.

Later on, allor the 131 hod londed in Fromce, the 10Ih
Mountain Division, laler designated the 10th Inf Div, o cradk
unil composed of highly troined, specialized froops, whose
farte was mounlain lighling, was broughl in for the com-
poign in the norh = the conquest of the enemy and the
Apannings.

The 151 Division's job was compleled in Sicily, offer bealing
off on enemy 100-tork counter olfodk almes! singlehonded
and laking 18 lowns, and copluring 5,735 German and lla-
lign prisoners. The Big Red One wos called o England, for

"ceaso liee” come, the Finl wos in Crecheilovakia, conclud-
ing is longest teclical march of 150 miles. 11 wos Moy 8,
1945, ending 443 cambat doys lor fhe Division.

Although the two divisions were erganized opproximately
the same lime—lhe 13t in 1917 and the 10k in 1918—1ha
two enil’s histories dilfer greally. Fer Ihe 1sb—ariginally par
of the First Expedilionary Force, under Generol Pershing—it
has been a boltle-lorn tale of steeped-in-lradition unils (some
of which dole o the Revelulisnary War) molded inlo a force
tha! has nel once laid aside il weapons.

Listad amang its ranks are the 181h and 161k Regiments—
arganized in 1861, The 24th Regl, o comparative youngster,
wos ergonized in 1901, Twe olher Division unils cory even
heavier fradilicrs. They are the 15| Engincer Regiment, now
a batfalion and the 5ih Fisld Artillery Regiment, alio a bal-
talion now.

Company A of Thi 131 E

ingars wol erganized 109 years
ago ol West Point, N ile Baltery D of the Sih FA Bn
was founded and capla by Alexonder Hamillon. Thraugh-
out the 179 yeors, the ballery is The enly US. Amy unil 1o
remain on oclive duly since it beginning.

Training: I was  wnils
a move thal was like these that
fo prepere il for stayed with the
the costliest and v First through
most  significant Toduy 5 Progﬂ:]m W, sharpanad
landi of fhe fo  combal by
Wa Doy and can-
8 oeath colied | @ Formation of Troops at 3 pm. ® Ist Division Colors Cased paigns in the ﬁ;
5 i v, Phili
gray Juna & mor- I A
ing. whan hund- | @ 10 Division Colors Uncased @ Chango of Command 1 Inf Div 1o 10th Inf Div | Spents heAmorr:
reds ef landing can  War  and
call | bobbed ® Troops Pass in Review duly along the
through the reugh & Mexican border,
waler of the Eng- keeping the ma-

on  ihe
beach, whare enamy -mpluomnl; sal Tmed la spit thou-
sands of rounds of hell ol them, the 10th Maunlain Divisien
was involved in rigorous tisining in Califarnia for thair came.
punL n in Northern

T Mounl Diriiiun saw ils firsl aclval combat in
ltaly, alihough previcusly |he 871h Regl hod porlicipated in
the assauvlt landing on Kiska, Alevtion lslands, on Avg. 15,
1943, Elgmanis ¢f the Division begon arriving in lgly in lole
Dacamber ol 1944 and aller o briaf fraining peried enlered
combal on Jan B, 1945, near Culiglianc and Origna.

Praliminory defensive oclions wera followed on Fob 19,
1945—some 3 months before the war ended—by a concerlad
allack on the Sillo—Ail. Belvedere seclor and the peok was
cloared alter sevarsl days of heovy fglﬂ-n?m

Early in March the Mounlaineers fought thair way narh of
Canclle, loking several posilions for the next Ihees weeoks.
Tha Divition jumped off again in April, copluring Mangiergio
ondlu;;iuing the Po Valley, seizing stralegic Werona on

ril 25,
N,ﬂ-g 10th had cressed the Po River, literally running |M
HNozis from llalion soil. Their resislonce clmos! negl
red laly May 2 and the dw-l
) me[ving the surrender of varisus
anemy units ond sereening areas of cccupalion.

Bul fm the Firsh, the wor wenl on. With the sea by

now having woshed fhe bleod of their jollen comrodes from
tha iands al Omah man spad acréss France, ¢op|umg
Aochen, On lo the Hurlgen Forest they wen!, thraugh

“green hell™, fighling lrea-lo-lrea unlil they reached the Inde
River. Aller o 10«hour resl, The First wos called fo the Arden-
nos and the biller cold Bollle of the Bulge.
Alter 21 doys on line, the Division wes sent speeding
acress The German countryside. March 8 saw the man of the
Red One fighting in Boan. Copluring the cily, the Firs!
helped expand the Remagen bridgshead and crossed the
Rhin the second fi its history. It was the fist Ame-
rican wnil to cross the Rhine in W 1.
The Red One {onhlwud h baille throvgh Ilm I'lurx Mmm.
lains where il caplured 30,34 in I
| 10 gemerals and its Im,mh. prizonar of uur whun Ihe

i

rouding  Pancho
Willa in fow. H
look the world af war ta bring 13k Division unils logelher—
they'vs bésn nssparoblo over since.

The 181h Bivision wos organized in Avgusl, 1918, al Camp
Funslan FI. Riley, Kans. Warld Wor | ended bolore it could
gel overseos and Ihe Divives was demebilized in Feb, 1219,
It was re-activaled July, 1943, ol Comp Haols, Celo. It then
included several unils which hod trained ol Lake Plocid, Old
Ferge and on ML Rainier before oclivalion of the Division.

amp Haole il received Iraining in fighting in snow and
mountainous lerrain of tha Mountain Training Cenler, 3ol up
under the Army Ground Forces. April 1944 the Division took
porl in moneyvers in Californio, in preparalion for the lla-
ltan compaign.

It was during this compaign that the 101h roceived ik
first and only Medal of Honar winner.

He wos Ple John D. Magralh, {of Morwalk, Conn) who wos
o radie eperator with Co G, B51h Regl. Ple Mograth dharged
headlang infe withering enemy fire duri
Castel d'Ajeno, and neulrolized thres
nails. He gowe his life in this supreme elforl.

The 1st Inf Div boosts of 31 winners of the Congressional
Mwal of Honor—15 of whi ra awarded poithumouily,
The *Breakdown includes e awarded during fhe Civil
War, one in the Philippine Insurrechion, five during Wosld
Wor | and 17 during Werld War Il

Hs compaign greamers md more lukn @ lravel guide:

Waeld War I H St Mi-
hiel, Meuse—Argonne, P-cwr, wrulne—Ccn‘llgw. Seisson:
and Ihe Ardennes;

Waerld War ll—Oran, Tunisia, Sicily, Normandy, Narthem
France, Ardennes, Rhineland, Central Evrope.

The 1lth corries campaign sireomers from three engage-

ts=—The Po Vallay, A and Aleulion lslonds.

And se, on 1o the 10th Division passas the rols of sentry—
a rele the First assumed the second the final shol of The wer
was fired. The 10th now sionds where the 13t hos stood for
the past 10 years. of the ouler fring of The Western Werld,
wilh & rifle in ils honds, @3 an assurance thal the Allied world
will remain free.
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